A Ee your trade is, never be above it. 


_Nor your calling be asham’d, but love it ; 
Do not disdain the men of your profession, 


But he who rides ten miles, two bottles taking, 
Impairs is health, and sets both hands’a shaking 
Beware of bonds, even suretyship for brothers, 
But seek their company and conversation ; Sport not with that which may belong to others; 
You need not grovel with the vulgar neither, eo Yet if you can, yourself and narte preserving, 
Yet men must talk before they deal together ; You may assist the man who is deserving ; 
Withont much diligence and application; To wed for life if nature seems inclined, 
No trade can prosper in this busy nation; Be sure your spouce be not too much refin'’d ; 
While thrifty justice if you call upon her, A miss from boarding schoo] sometimes degrades a man 
Ensure suecess, and with suceess much honour ; Beware of her who would despise a tradesman ; 
‘brade not beyond your stock, but gently feed it, You'll need some help, then hear my wish so fervent, 
Nor give nor take yourself a random credit; Trust not too much your business with a servant ; 
Better to slip a bargain than to say for, » Yet do not letthem see that you reject them, 
x buy more goods than you in time can pay for ; As worth no trust, for that would quite deject them, 
Should your affairs go wrong in spite of watching, An idle servant wants a thorough mending, ! 
een break in time, in that there is no catching ; He is not honest while your time’s mispending ; 

en shillings in the pound is better doing af If servants dress too much, you must detect it, 
‘Than paying ten- pence which is next to ruin; 


But let them know you only would correct it; 
‘Phe cruelty of creditors—your betters— Avoid all partnerships, or if you enter, 
uns in proportion to dishonest debtors ; Study your partner’s. mind before you venture; 
4& well-assorted shop is near perfection, 4 
And far before a large and wrong collection: 
Lay in mweh patience for all tradesmen want it, 


Or after knowing he has some pollution, 
Break off from him by speedy dissolution : 

On pricing goods, be moderate in your charges, 
And eustomers expect, yet may not grant it, Stand to one price, for that your fame enlarges ; 
Conquer yoor passions with a firm endeavour, Improper questions utter’d you most wisely, 
‘Weather impatience then I’]l call you clever ; } Must silent be, or speak the truth precisely ; 

‘foo much diversion and immod’rate pleasure, In all your trade acquire dispatch and neatness, 
‘Vradesman will find to be a fatal measure, No vulgar bustle—cringing—all compicteness ; 
Dogs, horses, retinue, an‘! gaming places, From upright truth let there be a9 evasion, 

By some deem’d innocent, have double faces ; Be sober, serious, on each occasion ; 

'The first five years of business, fortune’s winking, Talk to your friends and those who bring you custom 
When thus the merchant often should be thinking ; 1  “Palklike a man, nor like a quack disgust them ; 
‘hough cash and credit are in my possession, Trust not your memory, so like a vapour, 

‘Fo live luxuriously is a transgression, Commit your business to the faithful paper; 

‘Yo misme high life, or your lofty neighbours, For ease, retirement, don’t be in a flurry, 

‘Will sink your purse, and baffle all your labours; Mind ancient Rome was not built in a hurry, 
Besides enhancing numerous expences, Be wise, be honest, diligent and frugal, 

“Pwill bring you to the Gazette for senses ; Nor break vour word, nor forfeit vows conjugal ; 

Wn holicsys when you have less employment, Teach brother tradesmen, teach the town and nation 
Let, exeseise alone be your enjoyment ; That you’re a person worthy of your station, 
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